Myths About God

Steve Flatt

What is God really like? When Jesus came to this world, he
debunked all kinds of myths about religion in general.,
About 80 different times in the gospels Jesus said, "l tell
you the truth" And twenty different times he said, "You
have heard it said, but now | say unto you."

Some of the myths that Jesus debunked were myths about
God. Until Jesus came, God had been viewed as a
powerful, but a very distant and aloof entity. He was
impersonable and unpleasable. Jesus taught us the best
way to think of God was as our Father. In fact, that was
virtually an unknown metaphor until our Jesus came, and
he used it over 150 different times. He would say, "Our
Father who art in heaven."

There are many people today who may not be able to
associate a loving Heavenly Father because their father
brings up all kinds of negative memories. In fact, it may
conjure up the memory of someone who is distant and
aloof, or someone uncaring or unconcerned, maybe even
someone who abandoned or abused them.

So even though Jesus revealed God as no one else can, or
as no one else has, many people still have myths and
misconceptions about what God is like. What is God like?
That's such an important question because how you see
God is going to determine how you see yourself. How you
see God is going to shape the way your life goes.

| want to share with you three very common myths about
God, and then as we debunk each of those
misconceptions, we're going to tell you the truth about it
from God's Word.

Myth #1 God is unreasonable. That myth goes
something like this. God just has so many demands on my
life, | can never meet them all. He's unreasonable,
unrealistic and a perfectionist. He wants me to be perfect.
He wants me to be so good and boring. He doesn't want
me to have any fun. He's a killjoy. A lot of people have a
picture of God sitting up in heaven with this scowl! on his
face waiting to bark down at somebody who's having a
little fun. Stop that! That's not a new myth. In fact, all of
the examples in this lesson originated in the very
beginning.

This myth came from the first recorded words from Satan.
The scene is the Garden of Eden, that Utopic paradise God
created for Adam and Eve, the first two human beings.
When God put them there and they had all the food they
wanted, all the sources of pleasure, no problems, no toil
or no pain. God said, it was a paradise. He told them to
take care of the Garden of Eden. He also told them they
must not do only one thing, just one rule. There is a tree in
the middle called, the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and
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MuBol yia tov O€o
Steve Flatt

Mwg eival mpaypatikad o Oeog; Otav o Incol¢g npbe oe
QUTOV TOV KOO0, Katépple OAa ta 16N pUBwWV yla Tn
Bpnokeia yevika., Nepimou 80 StadopeTikeg Ppopéc ota
guayyélla o Inooug eine, "2ag Aéw tnv oAnBela” Kot
elkool SladopeTikég dopég eime, "To €xete akoVOEL va
Aéyetal, oAAA TWPA oG ALw».

Mepikol amod toug puBouc nou katépplde o Inoolg Nrav
pUBoL yla Tov Oeo. MéxpL va £pBel 0 Inoolg, o Oedg
Bewpouvtav pa Lloxupr, aAAd pa TToAD HoKPLVH Kol
anopakpn ovtotnta. Hrtav anpdéowmnoc kat Sucdapeotoc. O
Inool¢ pag 6idate 6tL 0 KAAUTEPOG TPOTIOG VOl
okedtopaote Tov Od NTav oav tov Matépa pag. ZTnv
TIPAYUATIKOTNTA, AUTH ATOV OUCLOOTLIKA LA AYVWOTN
petadopa pExpl va £pBeL o Inoolg pag, Kol Tt
xpnotuornoinos mavw ano 150 Siadopetikeég hopeEc.

‘EAeye: «MATEP NUWV TTOU €l0aL GTOUG OUPAVOUCH.

Yridpyouv moAAol avBpwroL orjUepa IOV UMOPEL va Unv
elval og B€on va cuoyetioouv €vav otopylko Emoupavio
Matépa eneldn o MATEPOC TOUG ovaoUpeL KABe eidouc
OPVNTIKEG VAV OELG. ITNV TIPOYUATIKOTNTO, UMOPEL va
EUTIVNOEL TN UVALN KATIOLOU TIOU €ival amopaKkpog Kal
amopaKkpog, f Kamolou adladopou f adlddopou, lowg
OKOMN KoL KATIOLOU TTOU TOV YKATEAELE 1) TOV
KaKoroinoe.

‘Etot, mapoAo mou o Inoouc amokdAue Tov O Omwe

kaveic aAoc Sev pmopei, i 6mwg Kaveic dAAog, moAol
avBpwmot e€akohouBoUv va £xouv pUBoUG KoL

TP AVONOELG OXETIKA [LE TO TIWG €lval o Ogd¢. Mwg eivat o
@edb¢; Auth elval pla TO00 CNUAVTLKA EpwTtnon ylati to
nwg PAEnete Tov Oed Ba kabBopioel mwg PAEMETE TOV
€0UTO oaG. To mwe PAEMeTe Tov Oed Ba Stapopdpwaoet Tov
TPOMO MoV MNyaivel n {wn oag.

O&Aw va polpaotw pall oog TPELS TTOAU ouvnBLoUEVOUG
HUB0oUC YL Tov Ol Kal, 0T CUVEXELD, KABWG
Katappinmtou e KaBepia ano auteg Tig AavOaoUEVEG
avtiAnyeLg, Ba cag moUpe TNV aAnBela OXETIKA LE AUTO
aro tov Adyo tou Ogou.

MU0og #10 Ocdc sival napaloyog. AUTOG 0 HUBOG
nasl Kanwc €1ol. O OedC £xel TOOEC NOANEC aNAITAOEIC
oTn {wr You, nou dev PMNopw MOTE va TIG
avtanokpiBw o€ OAeq. Eival napaloyog, pn pealioTig
Kal TEAelopavnc. ©éAel va ipal TEAEI0G. OEAel va giyal
TOOO KaAOC Kal BapeTdc. Acv BEAel va O1AOKEDAOW.
Eival okoTwpévoc. MoAAoi avBpwnol €xouv pia gikova
Tou ©goU va KAdeTal oTov NApadeIco PE auTd TO
oKUBPWNO 0TO NPOCWNO TOU VA NEPIYEVEI va YaByioEl
o€ kanolov nou diaockedadel Aiyo. XtapaTa To! AuTo
dev €ival véog pUBoG. ZTnNV NpayuaTikoTnTa, OAa Ta
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Evil, they were not to eat of that one tree. That's the only
thing." (Genesis 3)

Now | want to stop there and ask you a question. Is that
unreasonable? God says, "Do anything you want, there's
one thing you can't do." Somebody says, "Why did God
have that one restriction?" God wanted to provide man
with a choice. He wanted Adam and Eve and you and me
to love him because we choose to love him, not because
we had no choice. God made it as easy as possible. He
said, "I'll just give you one wrong possibility, you can do
anything else, just don't do that one thing."

You know what human nature is, don't you? You tell us
there's one thing we can't do and what are we going to
do? You put a sign that says, "Wet Paint! Do Not Touch!"
What are most of you going to do? You put a child in a
room with a hundred toys and say, "You can play with all
those toys, but don't play with the lamp that's up there on
the dresser." Especially if it's a little boy, what is he going
to do? He's going to go get that lamp. God said there is
just one thing | don't want you to do.

But then Satan comes along, "Now the serpent was more
crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman, 'Did God really say, 'You
must not eat from any tree in the garden?' The woman
said to the serpent, 'We may eat fruit from the trees in the
garden, but God did say, 'You must not eat from the tree
that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not
touch it, or you will die."" (Genesis 3:1)

| want you to catch the shift here. Satan has switched the
truth for a lie. He has reversed it. He tries to make God
appear to be unreasonable. He said, "You know God put
you in paradise and he's given you this desire, now he
won't let you eat any of it." It is the oldest lie in the world,
and yet it still works by the millions every week. Parents,
have you ever said to a child, "Yes, you can go out and ride
your bike, but stay on this block? Don't go down to that
busy street now." Or, have you ever told your teenager,
"Hon, have a good time, but be back by 11:30."
Sometimes they respond, "Sighhhhh! You never let me do
anything. You never let me have any fun. You just won't
let me do anything, any way."

Wait a minute. Have you said they couldn't have any fun?
Have you said everything is off limits? No, you just put one
thing off limits, but they're saying that's unreasonable. It's
unreasonable for you to put any limits on my life. You're a
killjoy. You're not being fair. That's the same thing we do
to God.

The myth is that God is unreasonable. The truth is God is
not only reasonable, he is compassionate and considerate.
Everything he says, everything he does for us, any
restrictions he places on us are there because of his love.
The Bible says that every good and perfect gift is from
God. You and | enjoy thousands of gifts and every one of

napadsiyyata o auto To JAdnua NpoEkuyav ano
™V apxn.

AUTOG 0 LUB0C TPOoNABE o TIC TPWTECG KATAYEYPOUUUEVEG
Aé€eLg Tou Zatava. H oknvn gival o Knmog tng ESEY,
€Kelvog 0 OUTOTIIKOC TtapAadeLoog Tou SnULoUpynoe o
©eo¢ yla tov Adapu kat tnv Eva, ta dUo mpwta avBpwriva
ovta. Otav o Oeog Toug €Bale kel kal eixav OAa ta
TPOdLUa TToU NBeAav, OAEG TIC TNYEG euxaploTnong,
Kavéva poBAnUa, kavéva Komo f movo. O Oeog eime,
Arav évag mapadelooc. Toug eine va ppovticouv tov
KAmo tng EGEN. Toug elne eniong otL dev mpemeL va
KAVOUV UOVO €va TIPAYHO, HOVO €vav Kavova. YIIapxeL Eva
8€vtpo otn péan mou ovoualetal, To Aévipo TG N'vwong
Tou KaAoU kal tou Kakou, 8ev énpene va ¢pave and autod
1o 6£vTpo. AuTo eival To povo npaypo.» (Féveon 3)

Twpa BEAw va oTapaTAoOW eKEL KOL VOL 0OC KAVW HLa
epwtnon. Elvat mapaioyo; O Oedg Aéel, «Kave 0,TL BEAELG,
UTLAPXEL Eval TIPAYLOL TIOU SEV UIMOPELG VAL KAVELS».
Karmolog Aéel, "Tortl 0 @ed¢ eixe autov Tov Evav
nieploplopo;” O Oedg Bele va Swaoel oTov AvBpwo pLa
erhoyn. HBeAe o ASdp kat n EVa kol E0U KL Eyw VoL TOV
OYaTAUE EMELSN EMAEYOUE VO TOV QYATIALE, OXL EMELON
Oev eiyape aAAn enthoyr). O Oedg To £Kave 00O TILO
€UKoAO ywortav. Eineg, «@a cou dwow amAwg pa AdBocg
mlavoTnTa, UMOpPEiC va KAVELG OTLONTIOTE AAAO, ATTAQ LNV
KAVELG AUTO TO £Val TIPAYLOLY.

Z€pelg TL elval n avBpwrivn puon, €tol dev eival; Mag
AETE OTL UTLAPYEL £Va TTPAYHA TIOU SEV UTTOPOULE VOl
KAVOUUE KoL TL Ba kGvoupe; Balelg pa mvakida mou A€eL
"Yypn unoyid! Mnv ayyilewg!" Tu mpokeLtal va KAVETE oL
nieploootepol; Balelg éva matdi oe éva SwUATLO pe eKATO
riavidia kat Asg: «Mmopeic va maielg pe 6Aa avtd ta
miaxvidia, aAAG punv mailelg pe tn Aauma mou sival eket
TIAVW OTN cuptapLépay. EL8LKA av sival ayopdkt Tt Oa
KAveL; Oa TtaeL va TApeL auth Th Adumna. O O0o¢ eine OtL
UTLAPXEL LOVO £va Tipaypa TTou Sgv BEAw va KAVELC.

AM\G ToTE €p)eTal 0 Tatavag, "Twpa to ¢idL Atav mio
rtavoUpyo ard omoloSNToTE oo Ta dypla {wa Tou gixe
dTagetL o KUplog o ©ed¢. Elne otn yuvaika, "Elne
TIPOYHOTIKA 0 O@gdc, "Aev mpémel va dag amo Kaveva
S6évtpo otov kAmo;" H yuvaika eine oto ¢idL: «Mmopolpe
va dape ppolta and ta SEvipa Tou KATIoU, aAAd 0 Ogd¢
elne: «Aev mpénel va ¢poag amno to 6£VIpo mou eival otn
MEGN TOoU KAToU Kal Sev MPEMEL val TO ayyigelg, i Ba
neBavel.» (Féveon 3:1)

Q&AW va TLACELG TN PeTatorion e6w. O Zatavag dAate
™V aAnBela pe éva PEpa. To £XEL avTIOTPEPEL.
MpoomnaBel va kavel tov Oeo va dpaivetal mapaioyoc.
Elne, «=£pelg OTL 0 OO0 o€ €Bale oTov MaPASELOO KOl
oou €dwoae auth TNV embupia, Twpa Sev Ba og adrvel va
dag tinota and avtdy». Eival to maAatdtepo Pépoa otov
KOO0, Kol Opw¢ e€akolouBei va Asttoupyel katd
eKOTOUPUpLO KGO eBSouada. Novelg, £XETE MEL TOTE OE




them is from God. But when God puts a restriction on it,
it's for our protection.

Let me ask you a question. Is water a gift from God? Sure
it is, isn't it? You can't live without it. Your body is like 96%
water. Can water be misused to harm you? Sure you can
drown in it. How about fire? Is fire a gift from God? Well,
of course fire is a gift from God. We couldn't live without
it, it warms us, it fuels machinery. Can fire be misused?
Absolutely. Is food a gift from God? Absolutely. Can food
be misused? Absolutely. Is sex a gift from God?
Absolutely. Can sex be misused? Absolutely. People
though in our generation complain and say, "God is just
unreasonable. He gives us these sexual drives and sexual
desires and then he puts limitations on it. There shouldn't
be any of those, | should be free to do that. Don't you
think God knows more than you know?

Have you ever stopped to imagine, what if everybody used
sex the way God intended? Have you ever stopped to
think about that? Have you ever stopped to think about
how the world would be? There would be no A.I.D.S.,
there would be no syphilis, no gonorrhea or no venereal
disease. There would be no sexual abuse of anybody,
especially little children, no rapes, no molestation, no
broken homes from infidelity, no babies born out of
wedlock and no forced marriages. Murders would be
reduced drastically. There would be no lifelong guilt and
shame from fornication. Have you ever thought about
that? Now you tell me, whose plan is reasonable? Whose
plan makes more sense?

"Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed,
for his compassion never fail." (Lamentations 3:22) God
says you can have all the sex you want, it's my gift to you.
But, He insist you reserve it only for the person you're
married to for your own physical, emotional, and spiritual
protection.

Now somebody says, but God is being unreasonable.
Listen to me, write it down. Anytime God says, "No," it's
because he loves me. When Satan whispers in our ear,
he's saying, "No," just because he doesn't want you to
enjoy life, that's one of the biggest lies that can ever be
told.

"Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the
desires of your heart." (Psalm 37:4) Does that sound like a
killjoy? Or "put their hope in God, who richly provides us
with everything for our enjoyment." (1 Timothy 6:17)
Does that sound like somebody who doesn't want us to
have any fun? How about, "He who did not spare his own
Son, ... how will he not also, along with him, graciously
give us all things?" (Romans 8:32) Is that an unreasonable
Father? No. For every "No" God says, he has a thousand
yeses. Our God is a compassionate and considerate
Father.

éva radi, "Na, pmopeite va Byeite £€w Kal va KAVETE TO
nodnAato oag, aAAd pelvete og autd TO TETPpAywvVo; Mnv
KatePeite og auTOV Tov MoAucUYvaoTo Spopo Twpa." H,
£XETE TEL TIOTE oToV £0NnP0O oag, "AyanntE, va mepAoETe
KaAQ, aAAG va emilotpéPete otig 11:30". Mepikég popeg
aravtouy, "Zwxoxx! Asv e adnvelg motE va Kavw
tinmota. Asv pe adrvelg oTe va Staokeddow. ATAWG Sev
Ba pe adpnoelg va KAvw Timota, YUe Kavevay Tpormo."
Mepipeve éva Aemto. Elnate otL dev umopouvoav va
Slaokeddoouv; Elmeg 6tL OAa eival ektog opiwv; Oxt, amAd
Balelg Eva mpaypa ekTOg opilwv, aAd Aéve OTL auTo sival
napaioyo. Elval mapdAioyo va Balelg 6pla otn {wn pou.
Eloal pa xapa. Aev eicat dikatog. Auto gival To 810
T(PAYHLO TIOU KAVOUE oToV O€0.

O UBog eival 6tL 0 B¢ eival mapdioyog. H aArBela
elval 0TL 0 O€0¢ bev lval LOvo AoyLkog, elvat
OUUTTOVETLKOG Kol SLOKPLTLKOG. O,TLA£EL, O,TL KAVEL yLa
EUAG, OTOLOG EPLOPLOUOG pag BaleL eival ekel AOyw TG
ayanng tou. H BiBAog AéeL oTL KABe KaAd Kol TéEAeL0 Swpo
elvat amo tov Oed. EoU KL eyw amoAapuPAavoupe XIALASES
Swpa Kal KaBe €va amo autd sival amno tov Oeo. AN
OTav 0 O£0¢ To BAleL MEPLOPLOWO, Eival yLa TNV TpooTacia
Hag.

Aog e va 00U KAVW pLa epwtnon. Elval to vepd dwpo
@eoU; Xiyoupa eival, £toL Sev eival; Aev pumnopeic va INoeLg
XwpLg auto. To cwua oag elval oav To VEPO Kata 96%.
Mropel va ylvel Kakr Xpron Tou VEPoU yLO VO GOLG
BAayeL; Ziyoupa pmopeic va mviyeig og auto. Tt Ba Aéyate
yla tn dwtid; Elvat n dwtid Swpo Oeov; Aoy, duoikd
n dwtia eivat Swpo Oegov. Aev Ba pmopoloape va
{nooupe xwplic auto, pag eotaivel, tpododotel Ta
pnxavnuato. Mnopet va yivel kakn xpron tTng ¢pwrlag;
AmoAUTwC. Elval to ¢payntd Swpo Osou; AMoAUTWC.
Mropel va yivel kakr xprion Twv Tpodipwv; AmoAUTwC.
Elval to o€ dwpo Oeol; AmoAUTws. Mmopel va yivel
Katdypnon tou os; AmoAUTwe. Qotdoo, oL AvBpwroL ot
YEVLA pag TtaparmoviolvTalL Kat Aéve, "O Ogd¢ eival anmiwg
napaloyog. Mag Sivel auTEG TIC 0eE0UAAIKEG OPUEG KAL TLC
oc€oualikeg emBupieg Kal petd BAalel meploplopols o
oUTO. Aev Ba £TpeTte va UTIAPYEL TimoTa Ao autd, Oa
TipEmeL va eipal eAeBepog va To KAvw. Don Aev vouilelg
OTL 0 Oe0¢ E£peL MEPLOOOTEPA ATIO O0A EEPELG £0U);

‘Exete oTOMATAOEL TTOTE Vo GAVTOOTELTE, TL Oa yvotav av

oMol xpnotlpomnolovoav to oe Orwe Behe 0 OeAC;
JTAPATNOEC TIOTE va To okEDTeoOL; EXETE OTAUOTHOEL TTOTE
va okedtelte mwg Ba RTav o koouog; Asv Ba uttripxe AIDS,
6ev Ba unripxe cLBLAN, yovoppola 1 adpodiola voco. Asv
Ba uTtpxe oe€oualikn KOKOTOlNON KAVEVOG, ELOLKA
MLKpWV TtaLdLwyv, ouTe Blaopol, oute mapevoxAnon, oute
KOTEOTPAUUEVA OTITLIOL Ot arioTio, oUTE PWPA TTOU
YEWNONKav eKTOC YAMOU Kal oUTE e€QVAYKAOTIKOL YAUOL.
OL 6oAodovieg Ba petwvotav dpactikd. Asv Ba uTpXE
LoOBLa evoyxn Kal viporn and tnv mopveia. To €xelg




Myth #2. God is unreliable. That myth says that you
can't trust God, he'll lie to you, he's inconsistent and he
won't tell you the truth. Again, that goes all the way back
to the Garden of Eden. Eve says, "But God did say, 'You
must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die." 'You
will not surely die,' the serpent said to the woman. 'For
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evi
(Genesis 3:3-5) See what the devil says, "Eve, don't you
know why God doesn't want you to eat that, he doesn't
care about you. He just doesn't want you to be as smart as
he is. Eve, don't you understand?"

Right there, by the way are the two phases of temptation.
| don't care what kind of temptation you ever face. They
are doubt, and deception. In any area of life, the devil
tries to get you to doubt what God says, "Did God really
say you couldn't eat of any tree? and Satan will use his
own lie and it's basically always the same. "Oh, it won't
hurt anything, everybody is doing it, it’s okay to do it just
once." He plants his lie, the doubt, the deception, and
then comes his destruction.

Here's the truth. "Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows." (James
1:17) You better believe God is reliable, in fact, he is
consistent. He is the only, ultimate, consistent thing in this
universe. Now you may have some things, or even some
people that you know you can depend upon, but even the
best of those will ultimately fail. The only really consistent
thing in the universe is Jehovah God. Your heavenly Father
is the one thing that you can count on.

If you were raised in a home where you had a very
unpredictable Father, that when you came home, you
didn't know if he was going to hug you or slug you. You
didn't know if he was going to be silent or violent or be
drunk or sober. The sad reality is inconsistent fathers rear
insecure children. Some of you are battling this for
decades later and | feel for you.

| can't go back and change your father. | cannot get you
over that insecurity with one touch of my finger, but
there's something that will. You have to put it in the very
core of your heart and at the center of your belief. You
serve a heavenly Father who is absolutely consistent. He's
not going to like you one day and not like you the next.
He's not going to pat you on the back one minute and kick
you the next. You have a hard time not thinking of him
that way because of the projections you have from your
past. The problem is, we don't like to spend time with
inconsistent people. If you have somebody in your life
who is inconsistent, you just want to get away from them.
You don't want to be around them. If you think God is that
way, You will never pray. If you think God's that way, you

okedtel moté autd; Twpa Ba pou neite, molavou To
oX£610 elval Aoyiko; Molavol To OXESLO €XEL IEPLOCOTEPO
vonuo,;

«E€artiag tng peydAng aydmnng tou Kupilou dev
KatavoAwOnKaye, ylati n cupnovia Tou mote dev
ekAelnew». (Oprvol 3:22) O Oedg AL OTL UMOPELS val
KAVELG O,TL o€ BEAeLG, eival To Swpo Pou o€ oEva. ANAG,
ETUEVEL OTL TO KPATATE HOVO VLA TO ATOWO LIE TO OMOoio
elote mavrpepévol yla tn dikn oag ¢puotkn,
OUVOLOONUATIKA KoL TIVEULLATIKY TIPOoTAoia.

Twpoa kamolog Aéel, aAAG 0 Oedg eival mapaAoyoc. AKouoE
HE, ypae 1o. KaBe popd mou o Oedg Afel «Ox», elval
eneldn pe ayandel. Otav o Zatavag pag Plbupilel oto
auti, Aéel «Oxw», povo Kal povo emeldr dev BEAeL va
amoAaUoeTe TN {wh, auTo £ival éva amo ta peyoAutepa
PEparta mou pnopel va etmwBel motE.

«Na xaipeoal otov KUplo kat Ba cou Swoel TIg emBUpieg
™G KapSLAg cour. (Walpuog 37:4) AkoUyeTal oav pLa Xopd
Tou Bavartou; H «va evamoBéocouv tnv eAntida toug oTov
€0, 0 omnolog pag mapéxel mMAovaota Ta TAVTA yLa TtV
ardAavon pagy. (1 Tipuobeo 6:17) Akouyetal oav KATOLoV
Tiou Sev BéAeL va Slaokedaloupue; TL Ba Aéyarte, "Ekeivog
Tiou 8ev AumBnke tov 81Ko Tou Y19, ... twg Sev Ba pag ta
Swaoel 6ha xapn kot poli tou;" (Pwpaioug 8:32) Eival
aUToG évac mapdloyog Matépag; OxL. Ma kabe «OxL» ou
Aéel 0 Oedbc, €xel XAl vat. O Ogd¢ pag eival évag
OUUTTOVETLKOG KOlL TIPOOEKTIKOG Natépag.

MU0og #2.0 Ocd¢ cival ava&ionioTog. AuTtdg o pHUBog
A&el 0TI eV PNOPEIG va EUNIOTEUTEIG Tov €0, Ba oou
nel YEPaTa, ival acuvenng kai dev 6a oou nel Tnv
aknBeia. Kai ndAi, autd nnyaivel péxpl Tov Knno tng
EGep. H EUa Aéel: «ANAG 0 O€0¢ €ine: «Aegv NpeEnel va
(ac kapnod ano To OEVTPO Mo €ival oTn PEON TOU
KAMOU Kal va pnv Tov ayyi€eig, aAimg Ba nedaveic».
«Aev Ba nebaveig oiyoupa», €ine To @idl TN yuvaika.
«[aTi 0 Ogdg Egpel OTI OTAv TO Pag anod auTo Ba
avoi&ouv Ta uaTia oou, kai Ba sical oav Tov O€oO,
yvwpidovTag To kaAo kai To kakd.» (Feveon 3:3). -5)
Aec 11 Aéel 0 d1aBoAog, "Eua, dev EEpEIC yiaTi 0 Oe0g
dev B€Nel va To ¢pac auTo, Oev volaleTal yia ogva.
AnAwc dev BEAel va eioal TOoo €Eunvog 600 AUTOG
Elq, dev kaTahaBaivelg;

AkpLBwG ekel, mapeumuTtovTwe, eivat ot U0 GACELS TOU
TelpacpoU. Agv e volalel TL el6oug elpaouo
avTLETWITlELG OTE. Eival apdiBolia kat e€anatnon. 2
omolovénmote Topéa ¢ Lwng, o Stafolog npoonabel va
o0 KAvel va apdBANETeE yla auTto mou AéeL o Oeoc:
"Elme mpaypotikd o Oedg OtL dev umopoloeg va dag anod
Kaveéva 6£vTpo; Kol o Tatavag Oa xpnoomnolnosL to 51k
Tou YPEpa Kal eival Baotkd ravta to idlo. "Q, autod dev Ba
BAA el Timota, 6AoL TO KAvouv, Sev MELPATEL VAL TO KAVELG
povo pla dopd." Qutelel To Péua Tou, TNV audLBolia,
Vv e€amatnon Kal PETA €pXETAL N KOTAOTpodN Tou.




don't want to worship Him. You may go to church, but
you'll get there dragging and kicking. You don't want to
go, if you think God is unreliable. You just don't want to
have anything to do with him. Our God is not moody or
temperamental, He is always consistent.

| did a very good study not long ago that found the
number one reason that kids rebel against their parents is
because of resentment. The number one cause of
resentment is broken promises. Dad, you promised you'd
do that. Mom, you promised you'd do this. Broken
promises led to resentment and resentment to rebellion.
The great news is our God is not that kind of father. |
could give you 50 verses that confirm the reliability and
the consistency of God, but my favorite is just wrapped up
in the very blunt statement "It is impossible for God to
lie." (Hebrews 6:18) Just mark it down. If God says it, it's
the truth.

One thing | want you to know is that this consistent,
compassionate Father has a love for you that's never
going to change. | don't care where you go, | don't care
what you do, and | don't care what you've done. The love
that God Almighty has for you never waivers. “What shall
separate us from the love of Christ, famine, peril,
nakedness, sword, persecution, death?" ... "'No, in all
these things we're more than conquerors through him
who loved us." (Romans 8:35,37) Remember the parable
of the prodigal son? Remember the daddy that ran to the
boy on the way back home? In what part of that parable
was the father loving the son? The answer is all the way
through it. It didn't matter where the boy was. The father
never stopped loving the boy. He loved him consistently
all the way through it.

Myth #3 God is unconcerned about me. That lie
causes major unhappiness. The idea is that God is
unconcerned with me because | am insignificant. There
are six billion people on the face of the earth and God has
got so much to worry about, he's got to worry about war
and famine and starving children. He is not interested in
me. Satan comes in on the heels of that thinking and says
to you, "Who do you think you are? What do you think
you're doing praying to God with your petty little
request?" Folks, this is one of the most destructive myths
out there. If you buy into it, it will just lead you totally
away from God. That's the myth. The truth of the matter
is, our God is a caring Father.

Look back to Genesis 3, Remember Adam and Eve sinned.
Eve ate first, and then Adam ate after that, and so they
sinned. Let me ask you a question: When did God know
about the sin? Remember he is the omniscient God. God
knew about the sin the second it happened. He may have
been up in heaven, but he knew that it happened. "Then
the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as
he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and

ESw elval n aAnBeta. «Kabe kaho kat TéAelo dwpo sival
avwBev, katePaivel anod tov Matépa Twv oupaviwv
dwtwv, mou dev aAAAlel oav PETABAANOUEVES OKLECY.
(lokwBou 1:17) MiotéPte KaAUTeEpa OTL 0 O£OG eival
0€LOTILOTOC, OTNV TIPAYUATIKOTNTA £lvat cuvenic. Eival to
HOVO, aMOAUTO, CUVETIEC TIPAYHLA OE QLUTO TO CUUTAV.
Twpo Umopel va EXETE KATIOLA TIPAYLATA, 1 AKOUA KAl
KATOLOUC avOpwWItoug 0TOUG OTIOIOUG EEPETE OTL UMOpPEiTE
va Baototeite, aAAA akOpN Kal Ta KAAUTEPA AT oUTA
TeAKa Ba amotuxouv. To HOVO TIPOYUOTLKA CUVETEG
TPpAyUa oto cuumay eival o lexwPa Od¢. O oupaviog
MNatépacg oag lval To Hovo TPAyLa OTO OMoio Unopeite va
Baoloteite.

Av giyate peyoAwoel o€ €va OTITL OTIOU £lXaTE £VaV TIOAU
anpofAento Natépa, mou otav yuplla oTo omnitL, Sev
N&epeg av Ba oe aykailale 1 Ba og aykailale. Aev nEepeg
av Ba Ntav owwnnAoc f Blatog ) pebuopévog n v ahiog.
H BALBepr MPayUATIKOTNTA €LVaL OL ACUVETIEIG TATEPEC
Tiou Tp£douv avaodhar madld. Mepikol and e0dc to
TlaAgVEeTe yla SeKAETIEC apyoTEPA KOL VIWOW Yyl E0GG.
Agev pmopw va yupiow miow Kat va aAAGEw Tov motépa
ooU. Aev UMopw va o€ EeMePAowW AUTH TNV avoodalela pe
£val AyyLlypa tou SaktuAou pou, aAd UTTAPXEL KATL TTOU
Ba to kavel. MNpénel va to BAAELS OTOV TUPNVA TNG
KOpSLAC OOU KOl OTO KEVIPO TWV MEMOLOCEWV GoU.
Yrinpeteite évav oupavio Natépa mou givat amoAlTwg
OUVETNC. AEV TIPOKELTOL VAL OE CUUTIABNCEL TN O LEPQL
Kot 6ev Ba TOU ap£TELG TNV EMOUEVH. AEV TIPOKELTOL VAL OF
XTUTIAOEL 0TNV TIAATN TO €val AETTO KOlL VAL OE KAWTONOEL TO
EMOUEVO. AUGKOAEUEDAL VAL NV TOV OKEPTETAL ETOL AOYW
TWV POPOAWV TOU £XELC Ao To apeABov cou. To
TPOPANUa eival OtL ev Log apECEL va TIEPVALE XPOVO LE
acuveneic avBpwroug. Edv éxete kamolov otn {wn oog
Tou elval aouvenng, anmAd BéAete va Eedpuyete amo autov.
Aev BENeLG va eloal KOVTA TOUG. Av VOUILETE OTL 0 O£0G
elval £tol, 6ev Ba mpooeuynOeite moté. Av vouilete OtL o
O¢ed¢ elval €tol, dev BéNete va Tov Aatpelete. Mmopel va
Tag otnv ekkAnota, aAAG Ba pTdoelg ekel GEpvovTag Kal
KAwTowvTag. Asv BEAELC va TTaG, AV VOUILZELS OTL 0 O0G
elvat avaglomiotog. Amhwg ev BEAELG va EXELS Kapia
oxéon pali tou. O Oedg pog dev eival KUKAOBULLKOG 1
L8LOCUYKPAGCLOKOC, Elval TAVTA CUVETNG.

‘Exava pia oAU KaAn HeAETn mpLy armo Alyo Kapod mou

Bpnke OTL 0 voUEPO £va AOYOC TToU Ta TtaldLd
ETIOVAOTATOUV EVOVTIOV TWV YOVLWYV TOUG £ilval AOyw NG
ayavaktnong. H voupepo éva attia Sucapgokelag ival ot
0Betnuéveg umooxEael. MTaumnad, urtooxEnkeg otL Ba To
KAvelg. Mapd, urtoox€bnkeg 6tL Ba To KAvelg auto. Ot
0OeTNUEVEC UTTOOXEDELG 08 YNOAV OE OyavAKTNoN Kal
ayavaktnon oe e¢gyepon. Ta omoudaia véa sival otL o
@edb¢ pag Sev elval TETOLOG MATEPAG. Oa UMOpPoUCa VO 0AG
Swow 50 otiyoug mou emPePfalwvouy TNV aflomiotia Kot
TN OUVENELQ TOU Og0U, aA\d 0 ayarnpévog Lou lval




they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the
garden. But the Lord God called to the man, 'Where are
you?'" (Genesis 3:8) Folks, | love that, and | want to make
sure you see it. Now to answer that, they come out and
say, "We were naked, and we hid ourselves." God said,
"How did you know you were naked? Did you eat of the
tree?" Remember this people, whenever God asks a
guestion in Scripture, it's not for the purpose of
information, he already knows. Whenever God asks a
guestion in Scripture, he is trying to reveal to the person
he is asking what the truth is so that they will be affected
by it.

God already knew they had sinned, but he came to the
garden just like he had always done. He walked through
the trees, and he called out to man, "Where are you
Adam? Where are you? I'm looking for you." | want you to
know something folks, our God has never stopped doing
that. He still comes walking among us, and he calls for us
incessantly.

From day one, God is looking to help man, even when
man was trying to hide from him. If you think God is
unconcerned about you, read Matthew 10:29-31 “Are not
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will
fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And
even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So
don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”
He knows the number of hairs on your head, | might add,
he also knows the true color. It says, if he knows when
one of those sparrows fall, how much more, and I've
underlined in my Bible the words, much more, will he care
about you. You're worth more than all the sparrows
because you're made in the very image of God. You know
the myth out there is that God is distant, he is the
manager of the universe and he doesn't care much about
your daily needs, he may not even know your name. He'll
just look it up one day at Judgment. He's got a big file.
We've epitomized that kind of thinking. Remember the
Bette Midler song that came out during the Gulf War, a
beautiful song, "From a distance, God is watching you,
from a distance." It's a pretty song, but it's a lie, it's a
myth. God is not watching you from a distance. God is
watching you up close and personal. He knows everything
about you. And he cares more for you than anybody else
ever could.

“'If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father
will love him, and we will come to him and make our
home with him." (John 14:23) That was a prophecy of the
coming of the Holy Spirit, who would indwell the heart of
the obedient believer. Isn't that great? He said, "You don't
have to worry about me being near you. I'm going to be in
you." That's about as close as you can get. I'm going to be
in you, and he is for all those who in obedience to the
gospel accept the good news of Jesus.

OTTAWG TUALYHEVOG oTnV TIOAU win 6nAwon «Elvat
aduvato o Oed¢ va Aéel Pepatar. (EBpaioug 6:18) AmAwg
ONUELWOTE TO. Av TO A€l 0 Oebg, eival n aAnBela.

‘Eva mpaypa ou BEAwW va yvwpilete eival OTL autog o

OUVETING, CUUTTOVETIKOG MaATEPAC EXEL L OYATIN YLOL ECAC
Tlou 8ev mpoKeLtal va oAAGEeL TTOTE. Aev e volalel mou Ba
TG, OEV e VOLATEL TL KAVELG KoL SV [LE VOLATEL TL EXELG
Kavel. H ayamn mou €xel o Mavtoduvapog Oeog yla e0A¢
6ev mapatteitat moté. «TL Ba pag xwpLoeL amo tnv ayamnn
Tou XpLoTou, meiva, Kivbuvog, yuuvotnta, onadi, Slwypog,
Bavatog;»... «OxL, o€ O AUTA EPOOTE KATL TTOPATIAVW
OO VIKNTEG LEOW QUTOU TTOU pag ayamnnoe» (Pwpaioug 8:
35,37) OQupuaote tnv mapafoAr Tou AowToU YLoU;
OUUAOTE TOV WITOUITA TTIOU £TPEEE OTO ayopL oTo SpOUO
NG ETULOTPOPNG OTO OTILTL; Z€ TTOLO LEPOG QUTAG TNG
napoBoAng o matépag ayanoloe Tov ylo; H amdvinon
elvat og 6An ™ Sladpoun. Aev €xel onpacio mou Atav To
ayopl. O matépag dev énae moté va ayorma to ayopl. To
ayarmnoloes otaBepd o OAn TN Stadpopn.

MU0og #30 Oedc dev evdlaPepeTal yia peva. AuTto
TO WePa npokaAei peydahn duoTtuyia. H 10€a ival 0TI 0
©ed¢ dev evOIQPEPETAl YIA PEVA €NEIdN Eipal
aonuavTog. Ynapyouv €1 dioekaToppupia avepwnol
0TO NPOOWNO TNG YNG Kal 0 Oed¢ £xel TOGA NOAAG va
avnouUxei, NPENEl va avnouxei yia Tov NOAEPO Kal TNV
neiva kai Ta naidid nou AIJOKTOVOUV. Agv
evolageEpeTal yia pJeva. O Zatavag pnaivel HETa ano
auTn Tn okéwn kai oou Aéel, "Molog vouileic OTI €ioal;
Ti vopICeIG OTI KAVEIG MPOCEUXOHEVOG OTOV O€E0 [E TO
acnuavTo aitnua oou;" Maidid, autog sival évag ano
TOUG MIO KaTaoTpopIikoUG JUBouC nou undapyouv. Eav
TO ayopdoeTe, anAwg 6a oag odnynoel evTeEAwS
Makpia anod Tov 0. AuTdg eival o JuBoc. H aAnbeia
TOU BEpaTOG gival 0TI 0 O€0¢ ag eival evag
ppovTIoTIKOG MaTepac,.

Kottdéte miow otn Méveon 3, QuunBeite 6tL 0 ASAU KaL N
Eba apaptnoav. H Eba ébaye mpwta, Kot HETA o Adau
£daye HeTQ, KOl £TOL apdptnoay. Emtpedte pou va oog
KAVW pLo epwtnon: Mote épabe o Oedc yia v apoptia;
Quun0Beite otL elval o mavtoyvwotng Oeo¢. O Oede Néepe
yla Tnv apaptio tn SsUtepn oTyun mou ouvéRn. Mmopetl
va NTav otov mapadeloo, aAld néepe OtL cUVERN. «TOTE O
AvTpag KoL N yuvaika Tou dkouoav tov fxo tou Kupiou
Tou OeoU KaBwg MepmATOUOE GTOV KATIO 0TN 8pOCLd TNG
nuépag, kat kpudtnkav and tov Kbplo Oed avapeco ota
Sévtpa tou KNmou. AMA o KUplog o @ed¢ kAAeoe Tov
avBpwro , «Mov elote;» (Méveon 3:8) Maldld, pou apEael
QUTO Kal B€Aw va BeBatwbw otL to BAEnete. Twpa yla va
TO amavtrioouy, Byaivouv kat Aéve: «Huootav yupvol kot
Kpudtnkape». O Oeog eime, "Mwg NEepeg 6TL HoOLY
YULVOG; Edayeg amo To 6évtpo;" Quunbeite autdv Ttov
Ao, kKaBe Ppopd ToU 0 OOE KAVEL LA EPWTNON OTN
Fpadn, dev eival yLa Adyoug evnuépwong, yvwpilel nén.




One final thing when God looked at the serpent, who was
Satan he was incensed. He said to that serpent, "From her
offspring there is going to come one, and you will bruise
his heel, but he will crush his head." (Genesis 3:15) Those
of you who know the Bible recognize that's the first time
that the coming of Jesus Christ was prophesied. Our Lord
would have his heel bruised but he would crush Satan's
head. Do you think our God is not compassionate, not
consistent, not caring? He walked in the garden; He sent
His son and he will take care of all your problems. But you
must allow Him to do so.

Maybe some myths about God have been debunked for
you. Maybe you see the Father the way he really is, caring,
considerate, compassionate and consistent. Maybe you've
bought into some lie that's kept you from him up to this
point, maybe you didn't have the model at home of what
a father should be. All that is in the past. What counts is
what you are going to do with the Lord and Savior from
this moment forward. | hope if you are not a Christian,
today will be the day you confess Jesus and for the
forgiveness of your sins be buried with him in baptism into
his own death, burial, and resurrection in order for you to
be raised a new creation to walk in that newness of life. If
you need to return back to God, then | hope you will have
the courage to do that and to embrace this wonderful
Father. Steve Flatt Amazing Grace Lesson #1245

KaBe popd mou o Oe6¢ KAvVeL pila epwtnon otn Mpadn,
nipoonaBel va anmokaAUYPEL 0TO ATOLO TTIOU PWTA TOLAL
elvat n aAnBela, WoTe va EMNPEACTOUV ATO AUTAV.

O Og0b¢ néepe 6N OTL elyav apoptioel, aAAa fpbes otov
KNTO aKkpLBWG OMwG £Kave mavta. MNepndtnos péoa ano
ta §évrpa kal pwvate otov avBpwro: "Mol sloal ASay;
Mou eloay; 2 Ppaxvw". OEAw va E€pete KATL TaLdLd, o
©ed¢ pag 6ev OTAUATNOE TIOTE VA TO KAVEL auTo. EpyeTal
OKOMO TIEPTIOTWVTAC AVAUECQA HAG, KAl oG KOAEL
aotapdtnTa.

Ao TNV mpwtn HEPQ, 0 Oed¢ avalnta va Bondroet tov
avBpwro, akoua KL 6tav o avBpwrog npoonabouoe va
kpudtel amod autov. Av vouilete OtL o Oeoc dev
evlladépetal yia €0dg, Stapfaocte to MatBaiog 10:29-31
«AUo0 omoupylitia dev mwAouvtal yla pla Sekdpa; Qotoco,
Kaveévag and autoug dev Ba éoel oto £€6adog xwpig To
B€Anua tou Matépa oag. Kat akopn Kot ol i8Leg oL Tpixeg
Tou KepaAlol cou eilval OAeg aplBunuéves. Mnv dopdote
Aoumov. afilelg epLOCOTEPO ATIO TTOAAG GTIOUPYLTLALY.
Z€peL TOV OPLOUO TWV TPLXWV OTO KEDGAAL GOU, UTOPEL va
nipooBow, E€peL kol To aAnOwvo xpwua. AgeL, av E€pel
TOTE MEDTEL £va Ao AUTA TA OTtoUpY(TLa, OGO
TIEPLOOCOTEPO, KAl £Xw UTIOYpapUiosL otn BipAo pou ta
AOyLa, oAU TteploooTepo, Ba volaotel ylo oéva. Agilelg
TieEPLOOOTEPO amd OAa Ta omoupyitia ylati eloat
dTLayHEVOC KATA TNV lKOVA Tou OgoU. Zépete OTL 0 HUBOG
ekel €€w elval OTL 0 Oed¢ elval amopakpog, eivat o
SLOXELPLOTAG TOU CUMMOVTOC Kal 8ev evlladEpetal TOAU
YL TLG KOONUEPLVEG 0OC AVAYKEC, UMOpPEL va unv E€PeL kav
TO 6voud oou. AmAwe Ba to Pagel pia pépa otnv Kpion.
‘ExeL peydAo pakeho.

‘EXOUE EMIONUAVEL QUTO TO £(60¢ oKEYPNC. OuunBeite To
TpayoLSL TG Bette Midler mou kukAodopnoe KATA TN
Slapkela Tou MoAépou tou KoAmou, éva 6popdo
TpayoLdt, "And andotacn, o Oed¢ o€ MapakoAouBel, ano
andéotacn". Eival éva opopdo tpayoudt, alha sival
Péua, elval pubog. O Oedg dev oe mapakohouBel amno
andotacn. O O6¢ oo mapakohouBel amod Kovtd Kat
TIPOCWTILKA. ZE€PEL TA MAVTA YLl £va. Kol voladeTal yia
0£VaL TIEPLOCOTEPO Ao onolovdnmote dAlov Ba
prmopoUoe TOTE.

«Av Kkarmolog pe ayarnd, 8o untakoUoet T StbaokaAia pou.
O Noatépag pou Ba tov ayamnosl, kot Ba épBoupe ot
QUTOV Kal Oa Katolkooupe padl tou.» (lwavvng 14:23)
Auth fAtav pla podntela yia tnv éAsucn tou Ayiou
Mvelpatog, mou Ba KatolkoUoE oTNnV KapdLd Tou
umakouou TotoU. Eine, "Aev xpeldletal va avnouxeig
MNTIWC elpal Kovtd oou. Oa eipal péoa oag." Auto eivat
000 TILO KOVTA UIopeite va ¢ptdoete. Oa elpal péoa oag,
KOlL QUTOG lval yLo GAOUG EKELVOUG TIOU [LE UTTAKON) OTO
guayyéAlo €xovral ta KaAd véa tou Inoou.

‘Eva teAeutaio mpdypa otav o Oeog koitage To ¢ibL, mou
Atav o Zatavag, e€opylotnke. Elne o ekeivo To didL: «Amo




TOUG amoyovouc tn¢ Ba £pBel €vag, kot Ba Tou
peAavidoelg tn ptépva, ald Ba Tou cuvtpipel To
keddAw». (Féveon 3:15) Oool and o0dg yvwpilete tn BiBAo
avayvwpilete OTL elval n mpwtn dopd mou podnTeVTNKE
0 €PXOLOC Tou InooL Xplotou. O KUplog pag Ba eixe
peAavidoel Tn ¢Tépva Tou aAAA Ba cUVETPLBE TO KEPAAL
Tou Zatavd. Miotelete OTL 0 OOC pag dev eival
OUUTTOVETLKOG, eV glval cuvemng, Sev evdladepetal;
Mepndtnoe otov kAmo. Eotel\e Tov ylo Tou kal Ba
dpovrtioel yla 6Aa cou ta tpofAnuata. AANA TPETEL va
Tou emutpEPETE va TO KAVEL

Towg kamolot puBot yla tov @b va €xouv katappldBel yia
€00¢. lowg PAEmete Tov NATEPO OTIWCE ElVAL TTPAYUATIKA,
OPOVTIOUEVOC, TIPOCEKTIKOG, CUUTTOVETIKOG KOl CUVETTAG.
Towg va £xete kataAnéel og KAmoLlo PEPA TTOU 0O
KPATNOE LOKPLA TOU HEXPL E6W, lOWC va PNV elXaTe TO
LLOVTEAO OTO OTITL TOU TL Ba €mpene va sival évag
natépac. OAa auTd avrkouv oto apeABov. Auto mou
LETPAEL €lval TL TPOKELTOL VO KAVETE e Tov KUpLo Kat
JWIAPA Ao AUTH TN OTLYUN Kal oto €€n6. EAti{w av dev
eloat Xplotiavog, oipepa Ba gival n pépa mou Ha
OLOAOYNOELC TOV INGOU KAl YL TN CUYXWPESH TWV
opaptuwv oou Ba tadeic pall tou oto Bamtiopa otov Sikd
Tou Bdvarto, Tadr Kal avAaoTaon, TIPOKELUEVOU VA
avaotnBeic pa véa dnuloupyla os MEPTATIOTE O AUTAH
™ véa {wn. Av xpelaoTei va enLoTp£PeTe iow otov O,
TOTE eAMilw v £XETE TO BAPPOC VA TO KAVETE KL Val
OYKOALAOETE QUTOV TOV UTtEpOYO Matépa. Steve Flatt
Amazing Grace MaBnua #1245







